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elonner un jour le reste de I'Univers par sa puissance et peut-etre lux 
imposer la loi d'etre heureux comma lui (p. 38). 

The University of Yale, and in particular Professor Max Farrand, 
deserves the highest praise for this addition to its series of historical 
publications, and Professor Mims has also placed us under a lasting 
debt of gratitude for his precision and accuracy in editing this wonderful 
side-light on early American history. It is a work which should be in 
every library, and is worthy of a translation. 



Foundation Stones of a Great Diocese. Brief Biographical Sketches 
of the deceased Bishops and priests who laboured in the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh from the earliest times to the present, with an 
historical Introduction, by the Eev. Andrew Arnold Lambing, 
LL.D., Vol. I (1749-1860). Pittsburgh, 1914, pp. 345. 

It is always a work of love to record the history of those who labored 
in early days in any portion of the Divine Vineyard; always an act of 
reverence to bring to light the hidden virtues of those who have gone 
before us in carrying the Gospel into fresh fields; always a joy to 
remind the children of our times of the names and the renown of those 
who now sleep in peace, their work accomplished, their sacrifice complete, 
and their rest eternal in the arms of Him for Whom they bore the heats 
and the burdens of this Common Day here below. Suffering and triumph 
we will find in these sacerdotal lives aplenty. Many of these pages, like 
echoes from the past, will have a poignant message to those who owe their 
baptism, their first Holy Communion, their direction and their spiritual 
peace to these pioneers in the Church of Western Pennsylvania. Many 
an encouraging word will arise from these pages to the younger genera- 
tion of priests who will see in the battles fought and won in the lives 
of men who preceded them, lessons for themselves and inspirations for 
their own guidance. 

Biography of any kind is the most difficult kind of history to write. 
Biographies of priests and nuns the most difficult of all. If we gather 
them all before us — these books telling us about the pioneers of our 
American dioceses, there will be few that deserve the name of history. 
There are reasons for this, it is true. In many cases, the subjects 
themselves have left little or nothing behind them in the way of personal 
archives, letters and memoirs, from which to draw the lineaments of a 
biography that will live as worthy of a place in American historical 
work. There are other reasons, also, why many Catholic biographies 
are failures, and chief among these reasons, is a mistaken notion of the 
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value of the truth. Expediency triumphs over truth-telling, and false 
quantities are given to us in a mistaken desire for harmony. 

Dr. Lambing, — or Monsignor Lambing, as he now is, since the 
present Holy Father has recently honored him with a Domestic Prela- 
ture, has done more for Catholic historical science than would be 
apparent from the new list of his works. Ordained in 1869, besides 
numerous newspaper articles on religious and historical subjects, and 
many lectures and pamphlets of the same nature, he has published 
between 1875 and the present year a series of histories which make 
him the acknowledged historian of Western Pennsylvania. Founder of 
the Researches which the late lamented Mr. Griffin took over about 
1885 and which blossomed into the well-known American Catholic His- 
torical Researches, Monsignor Lambing has been honored in ways which 
few Catholics have received. For a long term of years he was President 
of the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, and he is a Trustee 
of the Carnegie Institute and the Carnegie Technical School of Pitts- 
burgh. 

We may justly, therefore, take up his latest work, Foundation Stones 
of a Great Diocese, with the surety of finding therein the same scholarly 
precision and accuracy which signalizes all his work in the historical 
field. The volume itself will have naturally more interest for the clergy 
and laity of Pittsburgh Diocese than for any one else; but the book 
has a higher value still, it is a good model for similar work in other 
dioceses. In an Introduction of some fifty pages, the author describes 
the original situation of Western Pennsylvania and Maryland at the 
time of the early French explorers. The first religious services in that 
part of the State are an introduction to the history of religion during 
the French occupation, and with this firm historical background, Mon- 
signor Lambing portrays to us the story of the erection of the See of 
Pittsburgh, with complete but concise biographies of the bishops and 
priests who labored there from 1749 to 1860. Probably the most inter- 
esting part of this volume to Pennsylvanians in general will be the story 
of the gran rifuto of Bishop O'Connor, whose Pax Vobis came like a 
lightning-flash to his fellow priests at Gorheim. The First Part of 
the volume brings us down to the erection of the diocese in 1836; the 
Second Part contains the history of Bishop O'Connor's administration; 
the Third Part is made up of biographical sketches of the priests who 
labored during Bishop O'Connor's episcopate; and the Fourth Part is 
devoted to a sketch of the Religious Orders and Congregations of men 
and women in the diocese. 

This first volume brings the diocesan history down to 1860. A 
second volume is in course of publication to which as Monsignor Lamb- 



BOOK EBVIEWS 87 

ing says, " a third may be added should sufficient material be at hand, 
and the author be spared to write it." All who are interested in the 
history of the Catholic Church in this country will understand his 
wishes in that quaint sentence and will add their prayers to those of 
his fellow-priests of Pittsburgh that he may be spared not only to 
complete this great work, — the result of a lifetime's study, but also 
to give us other equally interesting and instructive works. This is a 
book which should be found in every Catholic home in Western Penn- 
sylvania. The children, who are growing up, can find no better or more 
practical examples of saintly hearts in whose lives the two bright fires 
of Love of God and Love of Country burned steadily, lighting all around 
them with larger hope, fuller charity and sturdier faith in the things 
that are above. 

An Interesting Bit of Local History. A brief Sketch of St. James's 
Koman Catholic Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa. By the Rector, Rev. 
A. A. Lambing, D. D., Pittsburgh, 1914 (pp. 60). 

On the appearance of the first number of the Historical Researches, 
which Monsignor Lambing founded thirty years ago, there was one at 
least who saw in prophetic vision the Awakening which was just then 
beginning in the Catholic historical field. At that time, he was fast 
making his name known as one of the foremost American writers, and 
in a letter which he sent to the then Father Lambing, he grows enthu- 
siastic over the interest taken on all sides in that field. After men- 
tioning the work of several who have since become foundation-stones 
in Catholic American history, he says : " I never knew a greater interest 
to be felt or shown in the history of Notre Mere la Ste. Eglise Catholique 
Apostolique et Romaine in this part of the world." John Gilmary 
Shea's words must have proved an incentive to Mgr. Lambing, for in 
the little brochure we have before us, already are traceable the grand 
divisions of his second volume of biographical sketches of the Pittsburgh 
diocese. It is a model publication, and well serves to preserve to future 
generations the main facts of a very interesting parochial history. 
There are few parishes which could not boast of similar historical nar- 
ratives of their birth and growth, if the Catholic laity were more 
responsive in buying the same. 



The Catholic Church in the City and Diocese of Richmond. Rev. 

Joseph Magri. 1906. 

A brief history of the Diocese of Richmond by the Reverend Father 
Joseph Magri published in 1906 has come to our hands for notice. 



